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IMMEDIATELY

UI,l COAL FORlJl.I TO FEATURE

DEBATE ON WEDNESDAY

This week's campus coal development forum at the University of l·lontana \'lill feature a
debate on conflicting strip-mine reclamation bills being proposed in the State Legislature.
The weekly fortnn, \vhich is open to the public without charge, will begin at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday (Feb. 7) in the UI.i ilusic Recital Hall.

Program participants \vill include repre-

sentatives of coal operators, state administration and environmentalists.
Tom Gwynn

of the Knife River Coal Co. and the

~1ontana- Dakota

Uti 1 i ties Co. wi 11 repre-

sent the coal operators' association; John Goers, State Department of Lands, will represent
the state administration; and Ellen Pfister Withers, Billings, a representative of the
Northern Plains Resource Council, will represent environmentalists.

The audience may ask

questions follm·1ing the debate.
Both the Northern Plains Resource Council and the State Lands Department have bills
before the State Legislature.

Another bill, reflecting the views of the State Environmental

Quality Council, has been introduced by Rep. George Darrow.
Wednesday's program is one of a series sponsored by the Uil Environmental Studies
Program.

Robert l'lcKe 1vey, a l.JI,I mathematics professor, is organizer of the sessions.
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